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By Jo Burch
In 1990, Alice Meyer, President of the Friends of

Multnomah County Library, approached Ginnie Cooper,
Director of Libraries, with a proposal for a retail venture
in Po rt l a n d’s dow n t own Central Libra ry. The gift
s t o re would ca r ry book - re l a t e d
merchandise, be staffed by volun-
teers, and contribute its profits to
the Multnomah County Library
s ys t e m . Ginnie enthusiastica lly
g a ve her approval and the
Friends’ Library Store became a
re a l i ty in 1997 when Centra l
reopened following its extensive,
award-winning renovation.

A fter nearly
f i ve years in
o p e ra t i on , t h e
Store is still very
mu ch in ev i-
dence, attracting
both new and
repeat customers,

seven days a week. Although floor space is limited, the
shelves are regularly stocked with new items, as well as
those that are always in demand. Patrons know they can
count on finding the perfect gift for book lovers of all ages.

The current store manager, Sherry Alicki, was hired in

May 2000. She had previously managed the gift store at
Strohecker’s. The assistant manager, Alicia Davis, is a
full-time student at the Art Institute.

If you haven’t recently made a visit to the Friends’
Library Store, you must come soon. This holiday season,
give the gifts that give twice: your purchases at the
Fri e n d s ’ St o re will delight your friends and benefit
our library! ■
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‘Tis the Season, for the FOL Store!

Store manager Sherry Alicki waits to greet customers with 
her assistant, Alicia Davis.



By Adair Law
Despite one of the more unusual Septembers on

re c o rd for our nation and for the Fri e n d s ’ B o ok Sa l e, w e
e xceeded all expectation s . Our Book Sale Chair for the
1999 and 2000 sale, the late Marcia Pry, set a high stan-
d a rd for us to meet and I’m happy to say that we met

and exceeded her strong work . With myri a d
volunteer skill s , good humor and love of a gre a t
deal on good book s , we were able to bring in
$ 7 6 , 0 0 0 , an increase of $4,000 over our 2000
s a l e . We also counted people coming into the
sale this ye a r, and we know that 4,200 ca m e
t h rough the door. We counted folks by putting
a sticker on them.

Wa rm thanks to the volunteer who came up
with the love ly slogan of “Yo u’ve been
B e Fri e n d e d , ” as she put the sticker on them.

As our planning (and changing our plan-
ning) pro g ressed throughout the month of
Se p t e m b e r, one litera ry ph rase kept ru n n i n g
t h rough my head. Lewis Carro ll penned it in
“Alice in Won d e rl a n d” and the ph rase was
“Change lobsters and dance!” About two weeks before
the sale, we learned that the site we had planned on
would not be available. We looked at diffe rent ve n u e s ,
we discussed postp oning the sale (horro r s ! ) . Fo rt u n a t e ly,
we were able to land in a new site (the former PSU

b o ok s t o re) and it worked out ve ry well for us. It also
reminded me that earlier Fri e n d s ’ sales were more
n omadic than we have been in the past few ye a r s , a n d
that perhaps we might be more adve n t u rous with where
we hold the 2002 sale.

In the past it has stru ck me that eve ry Friends Us e d
B o ok Sale is its own small mira cl e, a mira cle that
we re s u r rect and improve upon each ye a r. T h a t
seemed painfully true this ye a r, with a beautiful
O re gon September shrouded in so mu ch sadness
and anxiety from the Wo rld Trade Center bom b-
i n g s . Our Book Sale was touched by the bom b i n g s
in unexpected (and unplanned for) ways . A ft e r
unloading a moving tru ck-and-a-half of book
b oxe s , a bomb sca re in southeast Po rtland sent our
ve ry able crew of work - release inmates back to
I nve rness Jail.They left so fast, t h ey were n’t able to

take the pizzas we’d
o rd e red for lunch
with them. We didn’t
plan for that but the
p i z za was eve n -
t u a lly dispersed and
m o re import a n t ly
the tru ck was un-
loaded by seve ral v o l-
u n t e e r s , s ome more
s t o u t - h e a rted than
s t o u t - b a ck e d , but it
a ll worked out.
Wrap-ping up the
sale on Su n d ay, w e
a ll had heard that the
U . S . had started to
b omb Afg h a n i s t a n .

Lo oking out ove r
our diminishing load

of book s , I found myself won d e ring if the people in
A fghanistan had books to re a d , w on d e ring if they had
w o rking libra ri e s .

This ye a r, a port i on of the proceeds from the sale will 

2001 Book Sale a Roaring Success
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Eager customers start to flood the aisles of the old PSU
Bookstore between 200 tables packed with books.

FOL Board President Greg Simon and Book Sale
Chair Adair Law open the double

doors to the sale at 5:59 on Friday night.
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By Greg Simon
The Friends were the first donors to the Libra ry

E l e c t i on Com m i t t e e, t u rning over a ch e ck for $15,000.
E ve ry member of the Friends should feel ve ry proud of
the foresight and fru g a l i ty of former board directors and
d onors because our ability to donate such an amount
d u ring a period when the econ omy of Ore gon is in
re c e s s i on means a lot to our Libra ry. This is the maxi-
mum don a t i on we can make at this time, a c c o rding to
I RS re g u l a t i ons for 501(c) (3) non - p rofit corp o ra t i on s ,
although we will be able to donate a smaller amount
in July when the new fiscal year begins.

As of this wri t i n g, it seems likely that the request to
re n ew the Libra ry’s 5-year serial levy will be put before
c o u n ty voters in May 2002. The re c om m e n d a t i on of
the Libra ry Board and the Election Committee is to
re n ew the existing levy with few changes in serv i c e s . At
the current levels of spending, this re n ewed levy will
re p resent over 50% of the MCL operating budget.

The rate for the current levy is 59.47 cents per thou-
sand dollars of assessed value, w h i ch adds up to about
$119 in taxes per year for a $200,000 hom e . The com-
m i t t e e’s initial re c om m e n d a t i on is that it will re q u i re an
i n c rease of 10 to 13 cents per thousand just to maintain
c u r rent levels of libra ry serv i c e, w h i ch would bring the
total in taxes per year for a $200,000 house to $142.
Why the increase? Du ring all but six months of the cur-

rent 5-year lev y, two to four bra n ch libra ries have been
cl o s e d , u n d e r going re n ov a t i on or re p l a c e m e n t . For the
n ew levy peri o d , eve ry libra ry will be up and ru n n i n g.
( A l s o, this funding will include opera t i on of the first
two new libra ry loca t i ons in nearly 30 ye a r s , and the
a d d i t i on of the promised No rth Interstate area Libra ry
in year three of the lev y.) To pay for these costs, p l u s
i n f l a t i on (projected to ave rage 3%), an increase is
a b s o l u t e ly necessary. The diffe rence between the curre n t
l evy and the proposed increase is equal to the cost of on e
h a rd b a ck book per ye a r, or 10 to 15 books if they are
p u rchased at the Fri e n d s ’ Annual Used Book Sa l e !

The Election Committee would ve ry mu ch appre c i-
ate getting fe e d b a ck from interested taxpayers on thre e
other potential enhancements, w h i ch would re q u i re an
i n c rease in the levy beyond the 10 to 13 cents per thou-
sand discussed above .

Open all libra ries seven days a week. COST=3 to 6
c e n t s . As of now, on ly the four largest libra ries are open
on Mon d ays .

I n c rease the book budget from 15% to 18%.
COST=4 cents. The Libra ry curre n t ly spends 15% of its
o p e rating budget for books and other libra ry materi a l s .
To accommodate additional libra ries and because infla-
t i on for books and libra ry materials is greater than infla-
t i on for other items, an increase is needed.

I n c rease Libra ry support to sch o o l s . COST=3 to 6
c e n t s . Ne a rly all school libra ries in Multnomah County
a re below the standards ca lled for in the Ore gon
D e p a rtment of Educa t i on’s Qu a l i ty Educa t i on Model.
While both the Libra ry Board and the Libra ry
E l e c t i on Committee are con c e rned about outri g h t
t ra n s fer of funds from the public Libra ry to sch o o l s ,
the re c om m e n d a t i on is for the Libra ry to look for
w ays to partner with schools to improve ch i l d re n’s
access to books and other Libra ry serv i c e s .

Please remember that one of the things the MCL
counts on is the willingness of members of the
Friends to take time (continued on page 4)

From the President’s Desk

help to support the Books 2 U pro g ram.The Books 2 U
p ro g rams uses highly trained volunteer book talkers to
e n c o u rage and re - i n s p i re elementary school students
( g rades 3-5) to read for personal enjoyment and to
b e c ome libra ry users. I thank all of you Friends who
help make the sale such a success. Aside from ra i s i n g
m on ey for a strong libra ry sys t e m , your work has helped
us all to do good work in hard times, w h i ch is a gift on
its ow n . The Friends of the Libra ry thanks yo u
for befriending us. And go s h , it was QU ITE a memo-
rable sale. ■

Book sale . . . 
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The Friends of Multnomah
County Library

is a non-profit community organization   
dedicated to supporting the Multnomah

County Library. We accomplish this principally
by promoting public involvement in the

Library and by raising money through 
membership fees, the Friends’ Library Store,

and an annual used-book sale.

Board of Directors
Howard Aaron

Mary Beth Allen ( Vice President)
Jo Burch

Shelby Ann Clark
Boz Eppley

Cecelia Goodnight
Judy Kearney

Adair Law
Nancy Lee ( Treasurer)

Sarah Lockhart
Steve Nemirow

Greg Simon (President)
Joanne Skirving
David Yamashita

Staff
Sherry Alicki, Alicia Davis,

Sara Lindgren, Anne McFall
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Portland, OR 97204,or call the Friends at
503-224-9176,fax at 503-223-4386,or email 

foladmin@europa.com

Editor: Boz Eppley
Layout: Cathey Flickinger

Photos: Sara Lindgren
Contributors: Jo Burch,

Adair Law, Sara Lindgren,
Greg Simon 

for informed re f l e c t i on on issues relating to our great libra ry sys t e m .
At a recent con fe rence I attended, Jim Sch e p p k e, the State Libra ri a n
of Ore gon , identified the golden age of public libra ries in Ore gon as
the time we are living in now. Never before, he pointed out, h a ve so
m a ny com munities been re n ovating or rebuilding libra ri e s , a n d
expanding their coll e c t i ons and staff. Yet it was not all that long ago
that the libra ry system in Multnomah County was in a dark age,
with buildings deteri o ra t i n g, and closed as many hours or more than
t h ey were open.

To get a book of modern litera t u re from Central Libra ry, a patron
had to weave his or her way through a maze of sca f f o l d i n g, and ri s k
being hit on the head by a piece of the ceiling. We have come a lon g
w ay since then in a ve ry short period of time!  Le t’s all make a pledge
right now that we will never all ow our libra ry system to re t u rn to
those dark days . Your Fri e n d s ’ B o a rd of Directors promises to keep
you informed of volunteer opportunities to promote the passage of
the libra ry lev y.

But you have to make time to help us. The other thing I re m e m-
ber Jim Scheppke saying was that while libra rians can fill a building
with up-to-date libra ry materi a l s , t h ey depend on their Friends to
p rovide moral support , to reflect and interp ret com mu n i ty values,
the moral compass they should be foll ow i n g. So for now, if you have
o p i n i ons about the upcoming Libra ry levy re n ew a l , and what it
should or should not incl u d e, or if you are in a position to don a t e
m on ey for the levy ca m p a i g n , please contact Cameron
Va u g h a n - Tyl e r, M u l t n omah County Libra ry, 205 NE Ru s s e ll
St re e t , Po rt l a n d , OR  97212. (503 988-5438.)  Your Libra ry needs
you now.

✦

The Po rtland chapter of the Am e ri can Institute of Arch i t e c t s
(AIA) has hon o red Multnomah County Libra ry Director Ginnie
Cooiper with the 2001 Layp e r s on Aw a rd . This annual award re c-
o g n i zes individuals who are not architects for their ach i eve m e n t s
c on t ributing to the phys i cal env i ronment of Ore gon . With 16
l i b ra ry building projects completed since 1996, M u l t n om a h
C o u n ty Libra ry plans to have all 19 of its facilities re n ovated or
rebuilt by 2003.

“Ginnie has cl e a rly demon s t rated commitment to quality design,
and the architects who have worked with her hold her in high
re g a rd , ” s ays Sa u n d ra St eve n s , (continued on page 5)

From the President’s Desk . . .
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What the Branches are
Buying

We love it when Multnomah County’s branch libraries

tell us how they’re using the funds we raise through

your dues, the annual Used Book Sale and the Friends’

Library Store. Here’s a sampling:

Holgate:
A new set of the Encyclopedia Americana, world globe,

English as a Second Language materials

Hollywood:
Updated their collection of books on antiques

North Portland:
Four globes:one each of Mars, Venus, the moon and

the world, English as a Second Language materials

Sellwood-Moreland:
Portable Shakespeare, Oxford Companion to

American Literature, Oxford Companion to American

Theater, Rough Guide to World Music,

Crafting Your Own Heritage Album,

The Pushcart Prize 2001, Encyclopedia of Ephemera

Patricia Welch from the North Portland Branch writes,

“Because the branch is located near the campus of

PCC,and within a lively, multi-cultural neighborhood,

there is always a strong demand for materials dealing

with English as a Second Language. Thanks to advice

from the Library's Selection Department, and with

funds from the Friends, North Portland was able to

acquire an excellent package of ESL materials to help

meet this important need within the community.”

E xe c u t i ve Vice President of the Po rtland AIA
ch a p t e r.

“In her role as Director of Libra ri e s , she has
s h own incredible leadership and vision , and we
h a ve all benefited from her efforts—as arch i t e c t s
and as citize n s . ”

E a rlier this ye a r, the AIA and the Am e ri ca n
L i b ra ry Association hon o red Multnomah County
L i b ra ry with two awards for arch i t e c t u ral design
for the re n ov a t i on of historic Central Libra ry and
the new ly built Wo o d s t o ck Libra ry.

T h e re is no question that it is Ginnie Cooper’s
v i s i on and her ability to make that vision a re a l i ty
that is being hon o red with these well - d e s e rve d
a w a rd s . But I am also sure that Ginnie would
be the first to include both re c o g n i t i on and
thanks to the Libra ry’s Renov a t i on Manager,
June Mikkelsen.

I think any organiza t i on in the state would be
l u cky to have an employee as dedicated to the
w e ll-being of her constituents as June is. It won’t
be long now before all of us will see what June
and Ginnie have wrought for us at the new
H o llywood and Se llwood Bra n ch Libra ri e s . A
golden age indeed. ■

Thank you, 
Friends and Donors!
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1300+ hours
Jo Burch

700+ hours
Merl Grossmeyer

600+ hours
Alan Locklear

Joan McNurney

550+ hours
Mildred Katz
Robert Katz

500+ hours
Mary Evans
Alice Meyer

Sharon Simmons
Ralph Wright

450+ hours
Charlotte Sarlos
Willa Holmes

400+ hours
Betty Dagg

350+ hours
Ceclia Goodnight

Tom Holmes
Elizabeth Joseph

200+ hours
Pat Himes
Pat Knott

Nan Lieberman

100+ hours
Nancy Lee

Helen Thorsen
Bev Watkins

100 hours 
and under
Shelby Clark
Elsie Fraser

Diane Gutman
Pat Kellet

Eugene Lam
Sarah Lockhart

Maxine McGrath
Maryann Seth Wish

Joanne Skirving
Laury Swan

David Yamashita
Robin Yamashita

Thank you to our dedicated Friends’ Library Store
volunteers. The success of our Store depends on you! 


